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Written by Phil Keelan | Photos & Editing by Ashley Cawley.


I got a message from Ash on Friday that Jonny and Janie had organised a sweet little party in their woods and would I like to go? Woods? Camping? Live music? Great food? How could I resist. So after packing my overnight gear and gathering supplies from the local farmers shop, myself Ash and Claire headed off to east Cornwall on a little adventure...



 Tip: Click on Images within this article to enlarge them


Joining us would be my new companion Badger. A (possibly) 3 year old silver ferret jill that I got from a ferret rescue centre a week ago. She has settled in well and has been going everywhere with me, so I hoped that an overnighter wouldn't phase her. We arrived pretty early so I had a good chance at setting up my gear without any hurry. Oddly enough, for this trip I decided to tent it. I've been a tree dweller for a while now, but I thought a night on the floor would be different. I still rigged up a tarp as I had Badgers whole cage and wanted to have a dry shelter too.



The farm is absolutely boiling with rabbits, with a warren not 5 metres from my camp. So Janie, who fell in love with Badger at first sight, let her have a sniff around the rabbit holes. As soon as she picked up the scent the change in her was unreal. From curious and inquisitive cutie to focused predator in seconds. Anyhows, my intentions aren't to work her so we turned her attentions elsewhere. Much to the delight of most folks there she was keen to meet everyone :) I also had a chance to meet Jonnys ferrets, a lovely trio, two jills and one hob.

After setting up, I had a good look around the woods. The centrepiece was the fireplace underneath a parachute which, with its offcentre planted support pole cut from hazel, looked like a giant mushroom. around this a variety of benches n seats with one handsome piece all draped in lichen and moss. All throughout the woods there were bunches of flowers tied to trees with little candle lanterns too. Bunting and beads were strewn between the trees, all this creating a warm magical feel to the place.



So, time to get down to business, I cracked open a Rattler with my new steel striker/bottle opener (Cheers Ash) and settled down to drinkin the fine cornish cyder with the sun trickling through the leaves. It didn't take long before I felt the urge to whittle, so I grabbed a hunk of lime that was really green, split it with Jonnys very fine axe and set to. I carved a curvy little spoon with a hook on the end, but had to leave it as it was quite grainy and splintery. Best leave him season awhile afore I finish it. By this point more folk were rolling in and the fire was nearly ready for cooking and Ash got charged with kebab cooking duty, while I sank another rattler and mingled. The food by the way, was amazing!

There was also some musical entertainment, a young man called Miles Billington on guitar and vocals, and A chap called Max with a couple of hand drums. As the sun set and dusk turned into dark, and with the wine and such flowing, the place became wreathed in more magic as all the faery lights, hidden by day, came into life.

There were a myriad balloons each with a light inside. All the lanterns were aglow and along with the roaring fire, the woods became a scene out of a childs faerytale book. The music was enchanting. Miles is a talented young man with a keen voice and he writes his own songs. I would heartily recommend that you have a listen to his music on Soundcloud.


Click to image above to enlarge.

As the evening whittled away and night turned into early morning I regrettably parted from the world of magic and hit the sack. On waking up I wandered through the wood barefoot to the fireside where Jonny was busy with two large skillets cooking up a ton of bacon. After chilling for a while it was time to pack up and go. I'd had a great time, met some great people and I think Badger enjoyed herself too. Bless her, she'd had so many fusses from so many people :) I left with lifted spirits and happy memories of a magical night in the woods with friends. I must extend a massive thankyou to our gracious hosts and also to all the good folk there that shared the night with us :)

Thanks for reading 

 

A big thank you to Janiepops & JonnyP for the invitation,
Love, Ashley, Claire & Phil.
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				  Ed (NeedABrew)				

	    

	    

	  

  	Badger - Cute as! Hopefully I will manage to get down and meet you all soon! There is certainly an alcoholic angle I can bring to any meet up as I hope I shall soon have feedback on ;-)
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				  Allen Welsh				

	    

	    

	  

  	Looks like fun was had by all .. Including Badger :)



Cheers

AL
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												Natural Bushcraft is a personal project aiming to provide a free bushcraft resource available to everyone.

Sharing Bushcraft Skills and Knowledge Freely regardless of age or status is important to me.


Welcome to the...

'The True Spirit of Bushcraft'


Best wishes

Ashley Cawley.


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		UK Wild Food - Jan

												Listed here are Wild Foods that should be available in parts of the UK in January.

Dandelion
Nettle
Daisy leaf
Gorse flower
Greater Plantain
Ribwort Plantain
Buck's Horn Plantain (coastal)
Scurvy Grass
Hogweed
Chickweed
Sea beet
Sea Radish
Pennywort (particularly good at the moment)
hawkbit
Watercress
Alexanders (very good at the moment)
Chirvil (be very careful , as Hemlock Water-Dropwort is starting to sprout now and looks very similar, but is deadly poisonous!)
Cleavers
Sea Purslane
Rock Samphire (still usable, but a bit over now, coastal)
Yarrow
Rose Hips
Common Sorrel
Ivy-Leaved Toadflax
Wood sorrel
Three-cornered leek
seaweeds

*These are just some of the wild edibles you will find in the UK this month.


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		The Hedge Combers

												

A beautiful blog by my friend Janie sharing tips on self-sufficiency, homemade recipes, growing fruit, veg & rearing animals for meat & eggs.


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
												
UK Weather Forecast


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		Woodland Valley

												 



Woodland Valley an Organic Farm in the centre of Cornwall.
A Bushcraft Friendly Campsite with Ancient Woodland and Group Accommodation  available.


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
												

Another Bushcraft & Wilderness Skills website that I love, by a friend & superb Photographer Gary Waidson.


					

				

			

		

	
		


		
		
		


				
		
					
			
				
					
																		Community Bloggers

												If you would like to see what other members of our community get up to on their trips then take a look at the Woodland Tales section of our forum where our community post write-ups & pictures of their Bushcraft trips.
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																		Who's On the Website

												 We have 69 guests online

					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		Follow Me on Twitter

												 Follow Ashley Cawley
@NaturlBushcraft


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		Subscribe on YouTube

												Enjoy our videos? Be sure to Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to hear about our latest releases.


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		Help This WebSite

												 

It takes a lot of work to build & maintain this site, I don't get paid for any of this and I choose not to display adverts, I offer it all for free. However it does cost to run the site, if you'd like to help me with those costs you can do so here:



   

May 2019

Joshua Brown

Febuary 2019

Ross Everitt

May 2018

Carl Fitches

Nov 2017

Tony Rush

Oct 2017

Luke Moncrieff-jury

July 2017

Ross Everitt

April 2017

Matthew McGlone


Thank You
Supporters of
Natural Bushcraft





More NaturalBushcraft Supporters...


					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
																		Claire Cawley's Blog

												

My wife Claire has started her own Blog about Gardening, Growing Your Own / Self-Sufficiency, Chickens, Green Cleaning and much more! Please take a look, comment & bookmark the site if you enjoy it.

www.ClaireCawley.co.uk
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			Making a Wood Burner Stove using a Gas Bottle
	
	
		
			Tarpology - Setting up your Tarp in different configurations
	
	
		
			Signal Crayfish, Trapping and Catching
	
	
		
			Bushcraft Kit List
	
	
		
			Making a Bushcraft Knife with a Homemade Forge
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Natural Bushcraft is Made in Cornwall
Hosted by cloudabove

NaturalBushcraft believes in a Leave No Trace (LNT) Policy.
Please respect your wilderness."Take only memories, leave only footprints."

 

This site is best viewed using the Google Chrome Browser and a screen resolution of 1280 by 1024 pixels.

	


	
		
	


	












